GREENS COUNCILLOR
PHIL BRADLEY
FIRST YEAR OF ACHIEVEMENTS ON
CITY OF PARRAMATTA COUNCIL

BEING A NEW CITY OF PARRAMATTA
COUNCILLOR AND THE FIRST GREEN,
my first year was on a steep learning curve. Fortunately,
Council officers delivered an extensive schedule of
informative weekly 6-9pm workshops and briefing sessions,
usually on both Monday and Wednesday. Formal public
Council meetings have mostly been every two weeks and I
have made several contributions to each meeting, with
numerous amendments and some substantive motions
supported. There were also many community events to
attend and representations to be made on behalf of residents
and ratepayers.

WINS & SUCCESSES
I have contributed to making the Parramatta River swimmable
by 2025 as a Councillor appointed to the Parramatta River
Catchment Group and to flood safety as Chair of the Floodplain
Management Committee. I continue to work with the Council’s
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Advisory Committee.

NATIONAL HERITAGE LISTING
My first major success was having a motion carried that
required Council to urgently request a meeting with the
NSW Minister for Planning and to write urgently to the
Federal Minister for Environment, in order to seek the long
overdue National Heritage Listing for the North Parramatta
Female Factory/Fleet Street Precinct.
The Greens, ParraGirls and the Female Factory Friends
groups were jubilant when within two weeks, the Federal
Minister announced the well-deserved National Heritage
Listing for the historic site. Now we need to campaign for
World Heritage Listing before the adjoining high rise
development proposal damages the site’s high heritage
values.

COMMUNITY NEED.
NOT DEVELOPER GREED.
SINCE THE SUCCESSFUL
NATIONAL HERITAGE LISTING
Since then, my major on-going campaign has been to
save Parramatta from becoming a high-rise city of
narrow dark canyon-like wind tunnels of lost heritage,
grid-locked streets and inadequate community
infrastructure. When it appeared that yet another high-rise
building was to be agreed by other Councillors, I have
called for the people of Parramatta to get a fair share of
the $Billions of profits made by developers, especially in
the Central Business District (CBD).
While high rise developers queue for profitable residential
development in the Parramatta CBD, our communities are
increasingly burdened with insufficient green spaces, high
energy prices, and unaffordable housing and childcare.
Parramatta residents should be outraged about how much
they are being cheated out of local community service
needs, apparently by the NSW government discouraging
Council from negotiating a fair share of excessively high
CBD developer profits. Parramatta needs about $1 billion
for local infrastructure related to currently proposed CBD
development, but the low value sharing policy is estimated
to leave about $200m in shortfall for ratepayers to pay or
miss out on the required infrastructure.
At one Council meeting, I put an amendment which could
have increased the local public benefit by up to $400m
extra from excessive high-rise development profits. Sadly
my amendment was not supported by any other Councillor.
The community should not be short changed so that
property developers can pocket enormous profits.

STATS @ COUNCIL
No toxic incinerator
A better Aquatic Centre
Community Garden

I have also voted to reduce detrimental heritage impacts
from various development proposals and had my motions
carried: to set back the corner of a proposed 43 storey
building to increase the street visibility of State Heritage
Harrisford House, and; to express serious concerns about a
high rise tower proposed next to the State Heritage Roxy
Theatre. I also strongly supported protection of local
heritage Willow Grove and St George’s Terrace from
demolition for the Museum development.
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PHIL BRADLEY
PUTTING THE COMMUNITY FIRST
I SUCCESSFULLY MOVED:
a motion for Council to strongly oppose the proposed giant
toxic incinerator at Eastern Creek (the Independent Planning
Commission later rejected the incinerator)
a rescission motion to restore Council’s ability to obtain more
than $30m from the NSW government towards a better
Aquatic Centre to replace the War Memorial Swimming
Centre demolished by the government for the new Stadium
a motion to support the Master Plan for Milson Park,
Westmead, amended by me to include a community
garden in the Community Farm.

AMENDMENTS OF MINE PASSED
BY COUNCIL PROVIDED FOR:
Increased access to a 5% Floor Space Ratio (FSR) incentive
bonus for buildings to incorporate high energy and water
efficiency
Reduced use of lightweight, single-use plastic bags
Council to lodge a complaint to the Building Professionals
Board against a private certifier for apparent noncompliance with regulations and legislation.

I UNSUCCESSFULLY MOVED
AMENDMENTS FOR:

FIND PHIL ON
FACEBOOK

a review of low return fossil fuel related Council
investments with a view to divesting from them
a comprehensive policy on affordable housing
advocacy for a long overdue $75 per week increase in
Newstart and related allowances, and

@greensforparramatta

a ban on single-use plastic drinking straws and the phase
out of balloons, plastic bottles, cups and single use plastic
bags in Council operations.
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I HAVE ALSO PROMOTED
much greater use of solar energy by Council
including at the new Aquatic Centre and in the
Community Strategic Plan
better support for homeless people
improved accessibility for those with a disability
more green spaces and tree planting
more efficient power generation, and
increased waste reduction and recycling.

IN PARRAMATTA WARD
The two other Councillors and I have agreed on the following
priority projects:

CALOOLA PARK RESERVE
The enhancement of Caloola Park Reserve (Constitution Hill)
including heritage preservation, recycling bins, play and
exercise equipment

PEDESTRIAN SAFETY
The improvement of pedestrian safety at Briens Road/Darcy
Road Wentworthville intersection including pedestrian
crossing

MARSDEN STREET PARRAMATTA
Marsden Street Parramatta River bridge works including
footpath widening and safety handrails.
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